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Direction
Jewish Life in North Carolina

The mission of the Greensboro Historical Museum states that we will
“tell the city’s compelling history in countless ways,” and declares that

we have a commitment to “community service, dialogue and relevancy
that never wavers.” In April the museum will debut Down Home: Jewish 
Life in North Carolina, an exhibition that shares the rich history of the
Jewish people in our state. When the Jewish Heritage Foundation of
North Carolina approached us as being one of five institutions to host
the exhibition state wide, we knew that this project had special relevancy
to Greensboro. 

The second tie to our mission is community service and dialogue. The
Down Home steering committee has worked together to provide their time
and resources to the museum staff and trustees. The committee meetings
that I have been part of showed energy as ideas were brainstormed, 
developed, adapted and then finalized. The strong relationships 
developed because of Down Home will allow us to continue to work 
with our partners in the future as we reach new audiences.

My thanks to committee cochairs Margaret Benjamin and Sara Lee
Saperstein as they have led this committed group to success. Many 
more are to be thanked for their time and talents: Gail Bernstein, Jenny
and Brian Kaiser, Emilie Samet, Lenny Samet, Joy Shavitz, Janie Silvers,
Ellen Tannenbaum, Robin Barth, Linda Evans and Betty K. Phipps.  

I also want to thank the many donors that responded in such a 
positive manner to support Down Home for the community. Make 
sure to enjoy this issue of ROAR as we spotlight Down Home and 
the many other resources of the museum.  

Gifts
Museum Shop 
Gift Certificates
The perfect gift for 
a special occasion, 
as a thank you for 
hospitality or perhaps 
to cheer a friend. 
Always appropriate and in good taste, and available in any amount. 
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Archives
Jewish Collections 

A lthough Archives does not hold extensive Jewish
history material, we have some wonderful items.

The Cone family is the best represented, with a large
group of photograph albums and two small paper-
based collections on Clarence and Ceasar Cone II.
Another larger collection documents the business and
professional career of Benjamin Cone. In fact, one of
the most delightful items in all of Archives is a 1951 
letter to Cone “written” by the babies at the Children’s
Home Society, guaranteed to bring a big smile to your
face. Photographs taken by Bernard Cone between 
the 1890s and 1910s, are all expertly photographed
and composed. They are fascinating, documenting the
Cone textile business, the extended Cone family, and
even more valuable to us, the textile workers, mill 
village life, and the broader world of Greensboro. 

Archives also houses smaller collections including
images of the Sternberger family, Temple Emanuel,
Beth David Synagogue and Schiffman’s Jewelry. Just

recently located during a microfilm search—an 1852
ad for Einstein & Co., what is believed to be the first
Jewish business in Greensboro.

Collections
The Pleasure of Your Company

A stunning gown of maize and cream satin, worn 
by teenager Mina Rosenthal at her marriage 

to Henry Weill, illustrates the deep and lasting 
connections of Jewish traditions and families across
North Carolina communities.

Mina was born in 1859 in Wilson, where her father
Emil was a merchant. One of Emil’s frequent visitors
was Henry Weil, a partner in H. Weil & Bros. clothing
and dry goods business in nearby Goldsboro, who fell

in love with Mina and asked for her hand in marriage.
The couple married on March 24, 1875 at Baltimore’s
Hanover Street Temple. 

Mina and Henry made their lives in Goldsboro,
where they raised three daughters and one son. At
Mina’s death in 1940, memorials praised her “bright
spirit,” philanthropic nature and devotion to her com-
munity. Daughter Janet established a scholarship fund
in her mother’s name
at Woman’s College,
and in 1943 the 
college named Weil-
Winfield dormitory 
in Mina Weil’s honor.
Mina’s grandson,
Arthur Bluethenthal
of Greensboro, 
donated her remark-
able gown, soon to 
be on exhibit, to the
museum in 1982.

Explore More At
http://www.GreensboroHistory.org/archives/mss/index.htm

If I were to think of you 
oftener than I do, I 
could not possibly 
have my mind on 
anything else…

Mina Rosenthal 
to Henry Weil, 1874

 



Down Home is a special exhibit brought to our state 
by the Jewish Heritage Foundation of North Carolina
with the support of The Leon Levine Foundation,

Sandra and Leon
Levine, The State
of North Carolina
Department of
Cultural
Resources, the
Tannenbaum -
Sternberger
Foundation and

generous in-kind support from Duke University.
Governor Jim Hunt, Honorary Chair of Down 
Home and a driving force in its success, advocated
the importance of this project not only for the
Jewish community, but for all North
Carolinians. Over 75,000 people from diverse
backgrounds visited the interactive exhibit 
during its showing in Raleigh, giving it 
enthusiastic endorsement. 

The Greensboro Historical Museum has the 
distinct honor of being chosen as one of just 
five venues to host this traveling exhibit, which 
comes to Greensboro after its premiere 
showing at the North Carolina Museum of

History. Opening festivities are highlighted by a 
reception on April 10 and remarks by distinguished
author and historian Eli Evans.

Down Home’s key themes of Keeping the Faith, Family
Comes First, Building Businesses Creating Communities,
and Love of Learning have special resonance for
Greensboro, a city with foundations in many strong
faith traditions and a
legacy of generations

of significant Jewish
business and civic
leadership. A 
supplemental 
presentation will
add unique

Greensboro
stories and artifacts, thanks to the support 
of the Greensboro Jewish Federation, Temple
Emanuel and Beth David Synagogue, and 
also connect to our centerpiece exhibit 

Voices of a City. The remarkable 400-year story 
of Jewish people in our state has impressive
Greensboro footnotes. 

Check GreensboroHistory.org and our Official
Facebook page for the latest Down Home news.
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SILVER SPICE BOX   Courtesy Temple Beth El, Lumberton

April 3 - September 18
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OPENING DAY WORSHIP AT TEMPLE EMANUEL

RABBI ELI HAVIVI WITH STUDENT

Come to the Greensboro Historical Museum and explore how for tens of thousands 
of North Carolina Jews—perhaps your ancestors, your friends, your neighbors—
“down South” became “down home.”



Opening Event
Sunday, April 10, 5:00 p.m.
The Greensboro opening kicks off with a festive 
occasion including remarks by Eli Evans, author of 

The Provincials: A
Personal History of Jews 
in the South, music by
the Sinai Mountain
Ramblers, ribbon 
cutting and reception.
Reservations required.

Museum Guild Meeting 
Monday, April 18, 10:00 a.m.
The Guild is pleased to have Henry Isaacson, attorney
and Greensboro civic leader, as featured speaker. Mr.
Isaacson will share his thoughts on Down Home: Jewish
Life in Guilford County. Guests are welcome at every
Guild meeting.

Belle Meade Society Spring Meeting 
Monday, May 9, 6:00 p.m.
The Belle Meade Society holds two special gatherings
during the year for leadership level supporters. Tying
in to Down Home, the Society welcomes Dr. Patrick 
Lee Lucas, UNCG Associate Professor of Interior
Architecture, who will speak on “Modernism at Home:
Edward Loewenstein and Architectural Innovation in
Greensboro, 1946-1970.” All Belle Meade members

will receive invitations to this event. Guests are 
welcome, as space provides, for this one-of-a-kind 
program. Please contact Anna Pittman at 282-4555 
or apittman3402@yahoo.com to inquire.

Featured Film
Tuesday, June 14, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets $6 at the Door  
Jewish Soldiers in Blue and Gray
Recently shown at Atlanta and
New York’s Jewish Film Festivals,
a new Civil War documentary
chronicles the sacrifices that
Jews made for their beliefs, and
how they took up arms to
defend their country both in
the Union and the Confederacy.
The many stories of Jewish participation are 
incredible, tragic and inspiring. 

ELI N. EVANS RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE
FROM UNC IN, 2009
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CAPT. ISAAC COHEN
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Down Home Community Day
Sunday, May 22, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

It’s a free and fun afternoon, a celebration of Southern
Jewish life and culture for the whole community. Enjoy a
special Greensboro supplement to the Down Home exhibit.
Y’all come!

EDWARD AND FRANCES LOEWENSTEIN RESIDENCE (1954), LIVING ROOM INTERIOR

AA Chorale music by local Jewish students  

AA Craft and Activity Stations

AA Showings of the Down Home documentary film

AA Refreshments Co
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Mr. & Mrs. Mike Abel
Mrs. Daryl Adams
Mrs. Jackie Adams

Mrs. Pamela Alexander
Ms. Stephanie Allen

Ms. Joanne Anderson
Mr. Tim Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Arbuckle
Mr. Clint Aydelette

Mr. & Mrs. Bolaji Bakare
Ms. Josephine Barbour

Ms. Vivien Bauman
Ms. Sue Bean

Mr. Durant Bell
Ms. Kathryn Billings

Mr. & Mrs. Harden Blackwell
Ms. Susan Bly

Ms. Linda Bostick
Dr. & Mrs. Bill Bowman

Mrs. Sally Brannan
Mr. Joseph M. Brantley III *

Mr. Manson Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Brown

Mrs. Mary D. Bryan
Ms. Leigh Anne Bullin

Mr. William M. Burris Jr.
Mrs. Cindy Butner
Ms. Adrienne Byrd

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Calfo
Ms. Myrna Carlock

Mr. & Mrs. George Carr
Mr. Ralph Cauthen

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Clarida
Mr. Thomas Clawson

Mr. & Mrs. Hayes Clement
Mr. Sanders Cockman *

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Cole *
Mr. Benjamin Collins
Mr. J. Michael Conrad

Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Copeland
Ms. Trisha Costello
Dr. Margaret Curtis

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Davis
Mr. Jeffrey Davis

Ms. Michelle Davis
Ms. Susan Davis

Ms. Constance Dee
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Donnelly

Mrs. Carol Douglas *
Mr. Robert D. Douglas III

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Drake
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C Duncan

Mrs. Laura Quinn Ebert
Ms. Mona Edwards

Mr. & Mrs. Erick Ellsweig *
Mrs. Ann Finch

Dr. & Mrs. Dale Finn
Ms. Deidre Flowers

Dr. Tracey Ford
Mr. & Mrs. Casters Foster

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
Freyaldenhoven *

The Honorable & Mrs. 
Henry E. Frye *

Mr. Chris Gallagher
Mr. Royce R Garrett

Ms. Betsy Grant
Ms. Ellen Greene

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Guidone
Mr. Chip Hagan 

and Sen. Kay Hagan
Mr. Stephen Hale

Mr. & Mrs. William Hall *
Mr. Porter Halyburton *

Ms. Mebane Ham
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Harrelson

Mr. Stephen Hassenfelt
Ms. Joanna Hilemn

Mr. & Mrs. S. Edwards Hines
Mrs. Phyllis Hoch

Ms. Hope Hodgkins
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Horner *

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Irvin
Mr. Wes Isley

Mr. & Mrs. Clint Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Ashley James

Mrs. Debra Jennings
Ms. Augusta Johnston
Mr. Robert Johnston

Ms. Kaye Jones
Mr. Orton B. Jones

Dr. Phyllis Jones
Mr. Kenneth Keller
Ms. Denny P. Kelly
Mr. Milton Kern

Mrs. Patricia Kinkade

Welcome to New Members
As of March 1, 2011

Mr. Ray Kiszely
Ms. Marie Klein

Mr. David A. Kolosieke
Mrs. Sarah Ladd

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lenna
Ms. Ann R. Lineweaver

Mrs. Beverly Long
Ms. Vermelle Long

Dr. David A. Long III
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Long Jr.

Dr. J. Bruce Lyon
Mr. Mike Mastrolia

Ms. Cheryl McQueary *
Mr. & Mrs. David Merriman
Mr. & Mrs. Smokey Miller
Mr. Matthew Mocharnuk

Mrs. Deborah Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. John Morris 

Lee, Loring and Skye Mortensen
Ms. Marie Mowrer

Mrs. Barbara Mueller
Dr. Dawn Forbes Murphy

Ms. Pamela Murphy *
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Neumann

Ms. Patrice Newman
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Oakley
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Parham

Ms. Rebecca Parker
Ms. Evelyn Parks

Ms. Marianna Pittman
Ms. Jennifer Poindexter
Mr. & Mrs. Britt Preyer

Mr. John Primm
Dr. Penelope Pynes

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Quinlivan
Mr. Bob Ramos

Mrs. Carol Raney
Mr. & Mrs. Garson Rice

Mr. Shawn Rogers
Mr. Terry Routh
Mrs. Sara Ruffin

Ms. Anne W. Russell
Mr. Kevin Rust

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Sage
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sams

Ms. Lisa Scheer *
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Schlosser Jr.

Mr. Harold Shelton
Mr. L. Ed Sigmon

Mr. Sam Simpson *
Ms. Elaine Snipes

Mrs. Theresa Spencer
Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Stahl

Mrs. Jackie Standen
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Statham
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Steele
Mr. William Stephens

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Stone
Mr. Victor Streib

Mr. Thomas Stukes
Ms. Lynda Stumpf

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Szafrankski
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tangen

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Taylor
Mrs. Brenda Teague
Dr. Amy McMichael

Mr. W. Wailes Thomas III
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Thompson

Ms. Frances Tomlin
Mr. Kenneth Trager
Ms. Susan Tysinger

Ms. Monica Vaughan
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin 

von der Lippe
Ms. Jayne Vosloh

Ms. Patricia Vreeland
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Wallace

Mrs. Judith Walmsley
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Weaver *

Ms. Jackie Wells
Ms. Sandy Weston
Mr. Gary Whitaker

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Wicker
Mr. Glenn Williamson Jr.

Ms. Gayle Wiley
Mrs. Mabel Winslow
Mrs. Judy Worsley

Mr. Harry N. Young
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin C. Zuraw *

* Belle Meade Society Member

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. 
If an error has been made, please call 373-2306.



In Memory of
James McMichael 

Gift from 
Museum Guild

Hilda Prefontaine 
Gifts from 
Museum Guild
Jacqueline Humphrey 
Seth and Hazel Macon 
Betty Gale and Edgar Sikes
Dorothy Sowerby

With apologies for an incorrect 
listing in the previous issue 
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Shopping
Fresh from the Museum Shop

Our bookshelves are brimming with many new
titles, including the special coffee table edition 

of Down Home: Jewish Life in North Carolina and its
accompanying DVD. This sweeping chronicle of
Jewish life in the Tar Heel State from colonial times
to the present was written by Leonard Rogoff. More
than 125 historic and contemporary photographs
complement Rogoff’s engaging epic, providing a 

visual panorama of Jewish
social, cultural, economic
and religious life. This
volume is a treasure 
to add to your home
bookshelf and to
share as a gift. You
will also want to take
home a new edition
of the classic The
Provincials: A
Personal History of
Jews in the South,
updated with 
photographs and
recipes, by Durham
native Eli Evans.
We are now featuring a new line of American-made
fine sterling silver jewelry, all from adaptations of 
originals from museums across the nation, inscribed
with words of love, faith, hope and inspiration.
Included in this selection are several stunning pieces
of traditional Judaic jewelry. Please come to see the
entire fabulous collection, which includes bangles,
cuff bracelets, coins, key rings and pendants.  

Bring a friend or two to browse through our Shop
and find something fun. We also welcome your phone
and mail orders.

Memorials Partnerships
Building Community

Celebrate 50 Years of Beautiful Music with the
Eastern Music Festival, a supporter of the Down
Home exhibition.

Join EMF and Music
Director Gerard Schwarz
for five weeks filled with
more than 100 music-
related events during June 25 - July 30. For 
a detailed schedule and to learn more about
this year's exceptional guest artists, visit
www.EasternMusicFestival.org. Single tickets on
sale beginning June 1 - call 1.866.579.TIXX.



Greensboro Historical Museum

130 Summit Avenue
Greensboro, NC 27401
Telephone (336) 373-2043

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM
Sunday 2 PM - 5 PM
Free Admission

David and Rachel Caldwell Historical Center
3211 West Cornwalllis Drive
Greensboro, NC 27410
Telephone (336) 373-3681

Open Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM
Free Admission
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APRIL
April 3 – September 18
Down Home: 
Jewish Life in North Carolina
Jewish Heritage Foundation of
North Carolina traveling exhibition

Monday, April 4
Docent Training
Historian Leonard Rogoff
9:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 10
Down Home Opening Event
Remarks by author Eli Evans,
music and reception. 
Reservations required.
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Monday, April 18
Guild Meeting
Down Home: 
Jewish Life in Guilford County 
Henry Isaacson
Guests welcome
10:00 a.m.

Friday, April 22
Sunday April 24
Museum closed

Saturday, April 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 1 at 3:00 p.m.
2011 John Dortch Series
James Evans: Cone Mills Organizer
Theatre, shadow puppetry and
dance tell the story of a good
man’s life 

Tickets $12; Members $10;
Students $5; Credit card by 
phone at 272-0160, or on-site 
in the Museum Shop 

MAY 
Monday, May 9 
Belle Meade Society Meeting 
Modernism at Home: Edward
Loewenstein and Architectural
Innovation in Greensboro, 1946-1970 
Dr. Patrick Lee Lucas 
Reservations required 
6:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 16 
Guild Meeting and Picnic 
Caldwell Center 
Archaeology in Caldwell Park 
Ken Robinson, WFU 
10:30 a.m.

Sunday, May 22 
Down Home Community Day 
Music, craft stations, fun for
youngsters, Down Home film 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Monday, May 30 
Museum offices closed

JUNE 
Tuesday, June 14 
Jewish Soldiers in Blue and Gray 
Documentary shares little-known
struggles facing Jewish Americans
on both sides of the Civil War 
Tickets $6 at the door 
7:30 p.m. 

Calendar of Events

The Greensboro Historical Museum now has an Official Facebook page. Friend us for fun news and program updates.


